monographs and I cannot believe that anyone individual would need to read the whole book, thus justifying the considerable expense.
For example, the obstetrician with little knowledge of cardiology when faced on a rare occasion by a patient with pericarditis in pregnancy will find the clinical account of pericarditis in the non-pregnant patient helpful; but he is unlikely to be interested in the account of the lSiophysics of the developing heart, excellent though it is. This is more likely to be of interest to the specialist cardiologist or perinatologist. However, they will find irritating the frequent extensive clinical descriptions of conditions such as mycarditis, because they are based on their occurrence outside pregnancy since there is so little experience of them in pregnancy.
There are occasional lapses of judgement: although thiazide diuretics have rarely been associated with thrombocytopaenia and other fetal side effects, this cannot be a reason for generally withholding thiazides in patients with rheumatic disease unless the patient has pulmonary congestion. If the patient needed the diuretic before pregnancy, she will certainly need it during pregnancy.
This book should be available in libraries that have a specific interest in obstetrics, paediatrics and cardiology. The interested reader will find nearly all the data to answer the questions concerning heart disease and pregnancy in the fetus, even if the answers themselves are not apparent. It cannot be recommended for individual purchase.
M DE SWIET

Consultant Physician Queen Charlotte's Maternity Hospital, London
Drugs and Pregnancy: Human Teratogenesis and Related Problems. D F Hawkins (ed) £10 pp 243 Edinburgh: Chruchill Livingstone 1983 This book will have a particular appeal to clinical pharmacologists, for their specialty grew rapidly following the thalidomide tragedy, and the first part of the book is devoted to an excellent objective analysis of human teratogenesis, its mechanisms and the problems of its detection given the lack of adequate predictive models. The importance of clinical pharmacokinetics, the study of drug absorption, disposition, metabolism and excretion, is nowhere better illustrated than in the transplacental transfer of drugs into the fetus and the passage of drugs into breast milk, with the problems that may arise with the maternal use of drugs during pregnancy and lactation. The second part of the book is devoted to such problems, generally in a strict, critical way with good discussions of risk-benefit ratios. Its main limitation is that it is a record of a meeting held in May 1980, and only a minority of authors have updated their manuscripts to include later references. Few errors were noted, but metoclopramide is a dopamine receptor antagonist, not agonist. This is a first-class book which will not only be invaluable to postgraduate obstetric students and specialists, but to all who have an interest in the best use of drugs in pregnancy. Furthermore, it is cheap enough to be on their personal book shelves.
PAUL TURNER
Professor of Clinical Pharmacology St Bartholomew's Hospital Medical College
Blood: Gift or Merchandise -Towards an International Blood Polley Piet J Hagen pp 231 £17.00
New York: Alan R Liss 1982 I found this book absorbing, posing as it does questions about economics, techniques and politics in the blood business -and business it clearly is! The author reviews with exceptional clarity the three main ways in which blood is collected for transfusion and for the extraction of blood products. These, broadly speaking, are either wholly voluntary, wholly commercial or a mixture of the two. In a voluntary system it is much easier to refuse donations from the socioeconomic group considered most at risk of transmitting disease; and until screening for all known transmissible diseases is perfected, this system must be preferred. However, without some added incentive it is difficult or impossible to find sufficient donors to provide the regular and frequent amounts needed for plasmapheresis on the scale the world demands. This is particularly true of the underdeveloped countries, where being a blood donor may amount to a profession.
The methods and economics of blood collection, and the role of the pharmaceutical companies have been well researched and presented. The importance of monitoring donor health is also rightly emphasized.
Dr Hagen in his last chapter attempts to answer the basic question: should blood be given or sold? And, although preferring the voluntary non remunerated system on ethical grounds, he does not rule out well controlled paid donor systems where circumstances dictate this. He recommends setting up National Blood Commissions to coordinate all activities in the field of blood transfusion, with regular production of data. Where commercial companies are involved these should be registered and answerable to the Commission.
Finally, he recommends that the WHO should adopt an international code of ethics to promote a safe and adequate blood supply.
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This book brings into focus a subject hitherto limited to those closely involved, but the questions it raises have wider financial and political implications. The subject is of particular interest to those in this country who realize that free access to a 'blood supply' is a linchpin to future growth of the private sector, and that if this were to be denied a paid donor system would inevitably emerge. The book is superbly produced and hints at the dynamism in haematology today. It leaves one somewhat impatient for the next edition. This text is about liaison psychiatry, the expanding sub-specialty concerned with the psychosocial aspects of the care of general hospital inpatients. It comes with the endorsement of the two Royal College Presidents, one of them a contributor. It has 37 authors, mostly from the London Hospital. The first half of the book, on general principles, suffers from some of the defects of multi-authorship, though individual chapters are excellent. In the second half, on special topics, most chapters are written jointly by a psychiatrist and a non-psychiatric specialist. This format is a major strength of the book and results in a valuable practical discussion of each of the topics. There is only one surgical contributor (on mastectomy), and this is unfortunate as surgeons are as likely as physicians to be involved with the clinical problems discussed. There is a separate chapter on each of the major medical subspecialties; paediatrics, dentistry, and obstetrics and gynaecology. Other chapters are on sexual problems and alcohol problems. Each chapter stands on its own in this section and can be read with profit by the interested specialist. This is an expensive book. There are few illustrations, diagrams or graphs, the index is skimpy, there is no collated bibliography and few references after 1980. However, it addresses important and neglected themes in a comprehensive and practical way. It is a must for all psychiatrists working in general hospitals, is strongly recommended for all medical libraries and would be valuable reading for all hospital doctors.
G H B BAKER
Consultant Psychiatrist Westminister Hospital, London
Commentaries on Research in Breast Disease, vol 2. R 0 Bulbrook & OJ Taylor (ed) pp 167 £22.00 New York: Alan R Liss 1981 I find it extremely awkward to categorize this book. It appears as volume two of a series, and without reading the preface to volume one it is somewhat difficult to judge to whom this book is directed. It appears to end up half-way between a quarterly journal and a textbook directed at the super-specialist. The individual articles, on the theme of the clinical relevance of biological characterization of breast cancer, are of the review kind, concentrating on the body of work produced by distinguished international research groups. As such they are of necessity solipsist in outlook, but this in itself is no bad thing, providing one realizes that the authors are 'hypothesis building' rather than 'hypothesis testing'. I particularly enjoyed Or Jensen's contribution, partly for her idiosyncratic prose style which made a refreshing change to the stereotype and partly for her challenging new ideas on the significance of the premalignant nature of certain 'benign' pathological lesions. In addition, Or Gottleb's contribution on immunotherapy had a healthy critical approach in attractive contrast to earlier over-enthusiastic contributions to the subject.
My main criticism of this short book, is that the obsessive referencing -where authors and dates interrupt the text -was obtrusive and made reading difficult. I would strongly urge the editors to re-evaluate their reference system, whilst at the same time complimenting them on their efforts which may provide valuable ideas for young researchers working for higher degrees. 
MICHAEL BAUM
Professor of Surgery King's College Hospital Medical School
